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The Woes Of Rural Internet
We will admit that we were somewhat spoiled.
We lived in a big city full of every amenity you could
imagine. Moving out to a rural area has been a struggle, we will admit that as well. We’ve had to get used
to lighting fires to keep us warm at night and driving
an hour to the mall. We’ve had to learn to live with a
septic system and deal with critters that live around
our house. Some changes have
been positive, though. For
instance, there was no wait
time at the hospital when I had
to get my finger stitched up, or
the fact that we can get farm
fresh eggs any time or that the
snow plows seem to do a better
job here than down south.
There’s one thing, however,
that we can’t get used to: tiny
internet bandwidth caps. Yes,
call us spoiled brats but it’s
the times that we’re living in.
These days it seems like everything is connected to the
internet. As I sit here writing this, I can see at least six
devices laying around our living room that are connected to the internet: phones, computers, tablets, our
son’s video gaming consoles. There must be at least 15
things that have the ability to connect to the internet
in our house right now. And that’s just the tip of the

iceberg. Today it seems like manufacturers develop
things to connect to Wi-Fi simply because they can.
Heck, there are even refrigerators that have Wi-Fi
capability. Yes, your refrigerator will now text your
phone to tell you when it’s too hot or too cold. This
seems to be one step away from the rise of Skynet and
the eventual takeover of the machines, no?
Have you ever sat down and
wondered exactly how much
data each app on the phone
uses? Or how much bandwidth
a four-minute-long Youtube
video uses? Or even that 30
second ad that plays before the
actual video you want to watch?
Not us. I never once gave it
a thought. Coming from the
states, the land of unlimited
internet, I would use bandwidth
like it was going out of style.
I never had cable TV until I
moved up to Canada. I didn’t
need it. Pretty much anything
that aired on TV was uploaded to Hulu the following
day, and there was always trusty Netflix. I even shared
my internet plan with my neighbours to cut cost.
We used roughly 500 gigabytes a month and it was
less than $60 which, at the time, I thought was steep.
Thinking about all that precious internet I piddled
continued on next page
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INTERNET....continued from cover

away for years at that bargain price can bring a tear to
my eye today. If my lifestyle hadn’t changed, I probably would be using nearly twice that amount today.
Each new phone, tablet, IOS update, piece of software
and increasing amount of other devices uses more and
more data. Yet the internet plans are not increasing.
Not around here, at least.
We couldn’t have moved to this island without the
internet. When Bell built the towers back in 2014, that
was music to our ears. We couldn’t actually consider
living here without some type of “high speed” internet. We have no idea how Brian and Heather had
the patience to run the Clippings before with satellite
internet!
We have Bell, which seems to be the only show in town
around these parts of the island. A few places can get
Rogers or Shaw, and those who live in town do have
access to true broadband unlimited DSL but everyone
else, even slightly out of these zones, are out of luck.
Andrew has spent so much time on the phone with
other providers you’d think the receiver is permanently stuck to his ear. He’s even called companies we’ve
never even heard of; sketchy companies in hindsight
we are probably smart to stay away from. It appears
we are in no man’s land as far as ISPs are concerned.
It seems it’s Bell or nothing, but it might be that Bell
may be holding out on us.
We signed up for the sliding scale plan, which only
goes up to 100 gigabytes and costs about $145 a
month. This is an outrageous expense, as one could
imagine. We try to conserve internet as much as we
can, even though as city folk that just seems like the
silliest thing one would have to do. Between unwanted computer updates that seem to happen even
though we turn off, iPhone IOS updates, app updates,
and general internet use, we always manage to go over
that limit. It costs $5 a gigabyte when you go over the
initial 100. That adds up to a 100% price increase for
about 20% additional service. What has gotten our
feathers ruffled is the fact that we don’t watch Netflix
or download movies. We don’t upload extremely long
videos. We don’t spend 24 hours a day on the internet. One day we managed to use 5 gigabytes when we
weren’t even home the entire day. We are now forced
continued on page 4

Seniors Fitness Instructor
The Township of St. Joseph Seniors and Disabled
Program is seeking an enthusiastic fitness instructor to
provide one hour fitness and activation classes at the
Laird Community Hall two mornings each week.
Preferred Candidates should have:
•
•

Experience leading group exercise facilitation for
seniors and persons with disabilities;
Experience working with the seniors and
disabled population.

First Aid, CPR and AED certification are required.
Preference will be given to candidates with instructor
certification by YMCA, Can Fit Pro, ACE, CSEP, or AFLCA.
Qualified candidates are asked to submit a cover letter
and resume outlining qualifications by 4 pm on
Monday, January 16, 2017 to:
The Township of St. Joseph
P.O. Box 187, 1669 Arthur Street
Richards Landing, ON P0R 1J0
stjoeadmin@bellnet.ca

WINTER SALE
NOW ON!

Casual Clothing & Outerwear
& Much More!
Find Forestland on Facebook
to see what’s new!

with nature in mind
Forestland Clothing & Gifts
168 Main Street - Thessalon • 705-842-0378

CAESAR SUNDAYS AT

$5.00 Caesar with the purchase of any food item
FREE Sm Caesar Salad with the purchase of any entree
Ask about our new CAESAR MAXIMUS (a light meal in itself)
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Looking for something to do? Why not go
for a hike or two?
There isn’t much “news,” per say, that is happening
this time of year, at least that we are aware of. With
Christmas break winding down, we decided to head
out to Mountain View Centennial Grounds, 3670 5th
Side Road in Jocelyn Township, this weekend to spend
some last minute family time together outdoors.
Before checking out the trails, we first had to sled
down the hill a few times. It’s nicely packed in, and
someone took the liberty of building a small ramp that
can get you pretty high up on your way down. Just be
careful and make sure you are bundled up, obviously
so you don’t get a chill but also if you can’t land those
ramp jumps all those extra layers provide a nice bit of
cushion.
If sledding is not your thing then perhaps you would
rather explore one or more of the various trails that
are different lengths and difficulties. While the trails
are designed for cross country skiing, snowshoeing is
a great alternative. Or, if you don’t mind sinking in
getting to the actual trails, they can be attempted with
regular boots for those like us who have not winterized
ourselves and invested in additional winter footwear.
With the trails freshly groomed, it was quite easy to
navigate in boots, but you are pretty much bound to
the trails. Stray even a little and you will be knee deep
or deeper in snow. But don’t worry about getting lost,
there are free maps available at the Jocelyn Township
office or in the parking lot.
We didn’t see much wildlife, probably because of all
the screaming we did while toppling down the toboggan hill, there were evidence with numerous footprints
in the snow and birds calling in the distance. Sometimes we would hear a snow mobile way off in the
distance, but most of the time we would hear absolutely nothing. Complete silence. Sometimes that is
wonderful.

take a map if you’re worried about getting lost
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Even without skiis you can explore the trails if you’re careful!

INTERNET....continued from page 2

to monitor bandwidth usage from every single device.
We will admit we were never worried until the bills
started coming in. I downloaded a data manager, just
out of curiosity, to see how much data my phone uses
sitting idle with no apps open at all, and in 45 minutes
it’s used 3 megabytes. That’s chump change, sure, but
that’s 3 megabytes sitting there doing nothing at all,
and those can certainly add up. I shouldn’t really have
to turn my phone off when I’m not using it, right?
What we have learned through various searches while
preparing this article is Bell actually does offer a more
affordable plan, they just don’t want you to know about
it and make it as hard as possible to sign up for it. The
“secret plan,” as we call it, is the BWI5 (Deferral Account). According to the map pictured here, which was
originally made by the CRTC, most of the island is covered - other than the dead spots and the spots where
true high speed is available. We were only able to find
this information on a blog created by Wilf Lefresne and
ADnet. This unadvertised plan, which we are happy to
advertise here at no cost to them, is $63.95 for 100gb
and 4$ each additional gig. Wilf has told us there are
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If you live in the darkened zones, you are eligable for the bwi5 plan

people who get 2 of these plans (at less than the cost
of the plan we get currently) for double the bandwidth. The other catch, besides the fact it is so hard
to get on the plan, is that your internet speeds will be
throttled. Initial attempts to sign up for this “secret
plan” have been unsuccessful. After being transferred
on the phone several times, they told us we live outside the area which we are fairly sure we do not. Part
of their reluctance to switch us certainly does stem
from the fact we are already paying almost 3 times as
much now by continuously going over our limit. We
will not give up. If you are paying too much for this
standard plan we certainly suggest you call and try
and switch. We’ve also been told this can be done in
person at The Station Mall, which will be our next
step.
Recently, the CRTC declared high speed internet a basic service like home phone. Realistically that means


nothing
other
than the problem has been officially

acknowledged.
Though
this unfortunately leaves the


door
wide
open
for
companies
to charge even higher


prices. In December, a Harvard professor pointed to
a study indicating that by 2020, well over 15% of In-

(
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Desbarats Cou ntry Produce

HAZARD TREE REMOVAL

Just a Reminder Still open Sat 10-4
Lots of apples, preserves & meats
fresh bread baked daily

ISLAND HOME IMPROVEMENT

plus much, much more.

4378 Government Road

Remodeling•Renovation•Maintenance

Just outside Desbarats. Follow the blue market
signs

Call GREG

989-7794 IHI@live.ca

• Professional
• Certified
• Trained
• Experienced
• Local
Call Matt at
(705) 542-9951

Specializing in Log Hauling
FIRE WOOD
FOR SALE
TANDEM
TRUCK LOADS

Published weekly by
Andrew & Beth Kwon

Colin Gowlett

HOW TO REACH US:
By email: islandclippings@gmail.com
By phone: 705 246-7678 •
By mail: The Island Clippings, 2328 Huron Line, Richards
Landing, Ontario P0R 1J0.
Off-Island Subscription Rates:
$65. per year plus tax.
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be
liable for damage arising from errors in advertisements beyond the
amount paid for the space actually occupied by that portion of the ad
in which the error occured. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any ad. Cost for ads may be adjusted from time to time due to
price increases of postage, paper and ink. Ads cannot be copied. The
editor reserves the right to edit, revise, classify or reject an ad. Articles submitted do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editor.
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3969 Base Line Road
Hilton Beach, On. P0R 1G0
Tel 705-254-6813 • Cell 705-542-3373

Recipe Corner
CHICKEN MARBELLA
This is a great “make the day ahead” dish.
INGREDIENTS
5 lb. chicken pieces, legs and thighs are best
6 cloves garlic – finely minced
1 tbsp dried oregano
2 tsp salt
2 tsp pepper
¼ cup red wine vinegar
¼ cup olive oil
½ cup pitted prunes, chopped in small pieces
½ cup dried figs, chopped in quarters
¼ cup whole green olives with pimento, (no pits)
¼ cup capers with a bit of juice
½ cup brown sugar
1 cup white wine
2 tbsp parsley, chopped
METHOD
Combine all ingredients except parsley and marinate chicken pieces overnight, turning occasionally.
(a long marinating is essential to the moistness and
flavour of the dish).

Cancer Changes Everything, But So Can You!
The Canadian Cancer Society is Looking for Volunteer
Drivers from St. Joseph Island.
You can help support those in your community by becoming
a volunteer driver with the Canadian Cancer Society. Sometimes simply getting to treatment can be a difficult task,
especially when the treatment center is far away or when
dealing with physical or financial challenges.
Volunteer drivers offer friendly support and kindness at a
time when it is needed the most. As a volunteer driver you'll
pick up clients from their homes and help them along their
journey to their cancer related appointments. Volunteer as
much or as little as you’re able, very flexible schedules
tailored to fit your busy life. You will have the opportunity to
make a difference in someone's life, share your experiences
and learn new skills. Mileage reimbursement is provided.
If you have a smoke-free car, some time to spare, and want
to become a volunteer driver, please contact Carly Brown,
Volunteer Engagement Coordinator, Canadian Cancer
Society, Algoma Community Office at:
cbrown@ontario.cancer.ca, ph: 705-253-4781; or, John
Shannon, St. Joseph Island Branch Chair and Volunteer
Driver at: john47.shannon@gmail.com ph: 705-246-2607.

Please contact us TODAY!

Arrange chicken pieces in a large shallow baking pan
and pour marinade over. Bake in a 350 deg F oven
for 50 minutes, basting frequently with the pan juices.
When done it should be a nice deep golden brown
colour. Sprinkle with parsley.
Right out of the oven or at room temperature this is a
great dish for a crowd and pure comfort food on a
cold, winter day.
Enjoy! Susan Muise
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Damage to Mailboxes
in Laird Township
Crime Stoppers and the Sault Ste. Marie Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police are looking
for the public’s help in solving property damage in
Laird Township.
Sometime between 2:00 am and 3:00 am on Friday,
December 30, 2016 suspects(s) in a vehicle traveled
on Lake George Road and Government Road in
Laird Township, and MacLennan Road in Tarbutt
Additional Township damaging and destroying 20
residential mailboxes.
Many mailboxes were taken right off the posts and
were irreparable and some were never found.
Once of these incidents was caught on video surveillance and shows a dark colored car with three
headlights in the front of the vehicle stopping in
front of one of the mailboxes at a residence.
This video can be viewed on our YouTube, Facebook and Twitter page by searching “SSM & Algoma Crime Stoppers”.

INTERNET...continued from page 4

ternet users will eat up more than 1,000 GB of data
per month.
The first battle was won several years ago. The towers are here and, while they may not be true broadband, they offer mostly reliable service and reasonable speeds for the area. The plans are borderline
affordable, I say this because we agree to pay what
they charge. The (biggest) problem we are facing is
simply the lack of higher tier plans. We don’t mind
paying more than city users, as we realize part of
moving up north is having to pay more for basic
services. However, for the price rural customers
are paying, we should be able to watch a video one
of our family members posts on Facebook every
now and then and not stress out that we’ve already
used to much bandwidth.
We have reached out to Bell and await their reply.
We will be trying again to switch over to this “secret
plan” and update the story then. If anyone else has
a unique solution or situation, we’d love to hear
about it.

If you have information that can help solve this
crime or any other crime call Crime Stoppers
at 705-942-7867 or 1-800-222-8477. Type a tip
through our website at www.saultcrimestoppers.
com or text the keyword SSM along with your tip
to 274637.
Sault Ste. Marie & Algoma District Crime Stoppers
p: (705) 949-6300 ext. 211
f: (705) 759-7354
e: info@saultcrimestoppers.com
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Classifieds and Annoucements

New Classified service for 2017!

For the modest cost of $5 we will include a thumbnail sized photo of your item on this page as well as a full
sized image in a special album on our facebook page to give people the opportunity to see your items without
having to arrange a time to check them out. *Personal items only. $5 charge is in addition to the $10 charge if
classified ad is over $1000 (if applicable). HST additional. You must supply the photo.
FOR SALE
Beef For Sale : Local, Naturally
raised.  Sides cut & wrapped to
order : $3.75/lb. Hamburger :
$3.50/lb. Call David &
Jackie Emiry at 705-246-7621
WANTED- 6volt or 12 volt batteries, used. Bryan 705-998-0106
Wanted- garden tiller, gas powered, tow behind small garden
tractor, prefer working but not
working OK. 705-998-0106

St. Joseph Island Central School

Starting Tuesday January 17th at

07:00 pm.

5 classes for $50.00.

Questions call 705-246-0346

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Starting January 10th there will
be organized shinny for kids from
Grades 3-8 at the Tranter Park
rink Tuesday nights from 6:308:00pm. Players must provide
their own equipment. Helmets
are required, hockey gloves are
recommended. For more information please call Bryan Windle at
705-246-7606.
St. Joseph Island Hunters and Anglers general meeting is TONIGHT
Thursday, January 12th at 7:30.
Guest speakers will be Rob
Rutledge and students from Sault
College presenting results from
this fall’s deer check station.
Also Jason Doyon will introduce
the Algoma Fish and Game
Club and discuss a proposed
Lake Trout stocking project for
the north channel . Public are
welcome to attend.
Winners of our raffle ticket
fundraiser for the North Channel
Peewee team. The draw date was
Dec. 17, at the Desbarats Arena
1st prize of $1000 - Lin Shackleton. 2nd prize of $150 LCBO gift
card - Carol Holmes.
Thank you to all those who participated in our raffle.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Masters Fibre Mill is located
near Richards Landing on St.
Joseph Island and currently has
openings for both full and parttime permanent employees. All
applicants must be comfortable
using Excel and working in a
team environment. The positions
involve being on your feet and
moving for an entire shift to operate large equipment as part of
the yarn manufacturing process.
Applicants must be able to lift
a minimum of 20lbs. Training
will be provided; experience with
natural fibre or yarns a benefit.
Resumes can be sent to P.O. Box
181 Richards Landing P0R1J0 or
via email to: mastersfibremill@
live.com.
Help Wanted to clear snow off the
roof of a small house. Would provide transportation and necessary
equipment. Call 705-246-3518 if
interested in earning some extra
cash. Will also credit hours to
your “community service” committment. This opportunity could
lead to other odd jobs.

The SJI Historical Society will
hold their first meeting of the new
year on Tues., Jan. 17th in the St.
Joseph Island Twp. Library in
Richards Landing starting at 2
PM. Everyone is welcome
For more info. contact Barb @
246-2089 or Alice @ 246-2392.
Nordic Walkers-Snowshoeing
- meet every Saturday for 1 hr
snowshoeing.
Saturday, January 14, 2017
at 10:00am
at 2589 F&G Line
New People Welcomed
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Friday Night
Foods
at the Legion
Jim Bayler is cooking
chicken pot pies!
Entertainment will be
Ross Phillips Band
Entertainment supplied by
volunteer musicians
Come and try your luck at the
meat draw!

Take out available

FOR RENT
Bachelor Apartment For Rent :
(Semi furnished) At the Bridgeview Apartment Complex
1168 Richards St. This is a non
smoking and no pet environment.
Preferably geared for a single
senior person. Available March
1st 2017.
Contact Joe Wiederkehr 705246-1229 or 705-256-9790

Pauline Julia Armstrong, precious wife
of the late Keith Armstrong of Richards
Landing, passed away peacefully into
the arms of her Saviour Jesus, Sunday,
January 1, 2017 in her eighty-second
year. Loving mother of Patti (Kirk)
Durston of Glen Allan, Jill(Bruce)
Blackstone of Lanark, Sue(Tony)
DiBacco of Orillia and Ian(Margaret)
Armstrong of Brooklin; cherished
grandmother of 18 and great- grandmother of 3. Pauline resided on St.
Joseph Island for most of her adult
life(1956-1997) and will be remembered as one who loved and served
others well. A memorial service will be
held at the SJI Free Methodist Church
at 11am, Friday, January 13th.

Sudoku

answers in next week’s Clippings

Last Week’s Answers
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Classified Ads and Announcements
The Island Clippings is pleased to publish personal Classified Advertising and Public Service Announcements of 50 words or less, free of charge to
Island residents, as a community service. Other than personal for sale ads the announcement must be of value to the community. We reserve the right
to decide if the ad is of service to the community.
Ads or announcements for non-residents or items or services, to be sold for profit, or generate income or events charging an entrance fee (which
includes “not for profit organizations”) as well as items valued at over $1,000. will incur a nominal charge of $10. plus HST.
We reserve the right to determine if a fee is required. We reserve the right to edit down to 50 words or less.
Business or commercial ads, including those placed by individuals do not qualify as Classified ad or Public Service Announcements.
Such advertising must be via display advertising, governed by our published rates in effect at that time.
Ads or announcements will appear in one issue, but may be repeated, at your request (space permitting).
Advertiser must resubmit ad each week. To ensure space for everyone, please limit your content to a maximum of 50 words.
Ads can be placed by: Email to: islandclippings@gmail.com or by phone 705 246-7678 (from 9 – 5, Mon-Fri)
Mail to: Island Clippings
2328 Huron Line, Richards Landing, ON P0R 1J0
Or for non timely ads simply put it in our pick-up box conveniently located at Gardiner’s Corner. Kent’s Corner &
The Hilton Beach Waterfront Centre.
Sorry, we’re not available on Sundays.

What’s Happening on St. Joe
Monday
Euchre, Legion Hall - 7:30 pm
St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 5 pm to 8 pm
Bridge, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm to 4 pm (Open to all seniors)
Senior’s Exercise Class, Dr. Trefry Centre - 10 am
Free pool all day in the Legion lounge
Carpet Bowling for 50 Plus, Legion - 1 pm
St. Joseph Twp, Public Library - 5 pm to 8 pm
Hilton Union Library - 3 pm to 5 pm & 7 pm to 9 pm
Tuesday
Cribbage (singles), Legion Hall - 7:30 pm
Free pool all day in the Legion lounge
Childcare Algoma C.A.P. Children’s Playgroup - 10 am to noon
at Free Methodist Church
Community Quilting 1-3 pm, Main Floor Waterfront Centre
except 3rd week held at the Trefry Centre
Wednesday
Life Labs at the Dr. Trefry Centre - 9:30 to 10:30 am
Free pool in the Legion lounge
Bridge, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm to 5 pm (Open to all seniors)
705 246-0036
St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 10 am to 3 pm
Food Bank, United Church, Richards Landing (side door) 1 pm to 3 pm
*Children’s Library 9 am - 12 pm, Story time at 10:30 am
Hilton Union Public Library - 1 pm to 5 pm
League pool in the Legion Lounge at 7:30
Wednesday Food at the Legion 7:30 to 9 pm
Hilton Beach Library Book Club : 3rd Wednesday every month
from Jan - Nov 9:30am-11am at HB Library, call 705-971-1858
for booklist. Please Join us!
Jocelyn Social Ski/Snowshoe
Every Wednesday afternoons at 1:30, Jocelyn Recreation invites
everyone to join us for a social ski or snowshoe on our freshly
groomed Mountain View Trails.

Thursday
Dr. Trefry Centre’s Day Out Program - 9 am to 3 pm.
Coffee Connections 9 am, Dr. Trefry Centre, Come for a coffee!
*Children’s Library 9 am - 12 noon, Storytime at 10:30 am,
Free pool all day in the Legion lounge
Senior’s Exercise Class, Dr. Trefry Centre - 1 pm
The Children’s Library, 10 am - 3 pm, Storytime 10:30 am
St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 3 pm to 8 pm
Friday
Hens & Stitches, Dr. Trefry Centre - 10 am to 12 pm,
Island Cast-a-Weighs, Calorie Watchers,moved to Hilton Beach
Waterfront Centre, near Post Office, same time - 8:30 am
Archery, Hunters & Anglers Range - 7pm to 9 pm.
Friday Foods at the Legion
AA Meeting, United Church (new addition, side door) - 8 pm
Saturday
*The Children’s Library - 10 am to 3 pm
Hilton Union Public Library - 1pm to 5 pm
Free pool all day in the Legion lounge
St. Joseph Twp. Public Library - 10 am to 3 pm,
St. Boniface Roman Catholic, Hilton Beach at 4:30 pm.
Sunday
The Anglican Parish of St. Joseph & St. George
worships at 11 am at Holy Trinity, Jocelyn
Free Methodist, 10th Side Rd. Coffee, tea and friendship at
10:30 am. Worship service 11 am.
Island Bible Chapel, Richards Landing.
Lord’s Supper 10 am, Family Bible Hour 11:15 am.
Grace United, Hilton Beach. 9:30 am.
Harmony St. Marks United, Richards Landing. 11 am.
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints meeting at
McLennan Hall with services starting at 10am, all are welcome.
School 10:50 - 11:30 Sacrament Meeting 11:40 - 12:30
St. Boniface Roman Catholic, Hilton Beach: See Saturday
*The Children’s Library will be closed until Jan 24th.*

